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"July 21. During the night General Riquelme called me
up from Toledo asking me to surrender, asking me what
influenced the position I persisted in maintaining. I answered
him that above all it was the love for Spain, which was in
danger of falling into the hands of the Marxists, that it
would be a dishonourable and shameless order which would
surrender to the Red forces the armaments of the cadets,
and our blind confidence in General Franco."
On August 23, an aeroplane carried a message of greeting
from Franco's army to the besieged, urging them to keep
up their resistance. The general had in mind from the very
beginning the relief of the besieged Alcazar and realized
the epic which was being unfolded in its subterranean
passages, which he knew so well
The night of the 26th was spent in conference with
Varela, The Sixth Banner of the Legion had taken posses-
sion of Bargas. The forces were in a position to enter Toledo,
And on the following day, Sunday, September 27, the
Legionnaires of the Fifth Banner, under the command of
Tiede Zedem, and the Regulars of Del Oro won for Na-
tionalist Spain the imperial city, and the defenders of the
Alcazar poured out from the debris free and unconquered.
General Franco greeted the heroes. On the morning of
the 29th, he climbed the pile of ruins under which there
were still many hand grenades and cannon shells which had
not exploded, like a pilgrim climbing a sacred mountain
which still stood through faith in an ideal and sacrifices
superior to all the efforts to destroy it. Through that road
covered over with debris, he reached the desolate patio where
he was awaited by Colonel Moscardo, the dynamo of the
resistance and the moving spirit behind those ruins; the true
hero of the Alcazar. Moscardo, tall, stem, his beard un-
kempt, showed emaciation from fatigue and great hard-
ship.